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pompous functions;   and Maria Theresa continued to
* announce her preference for short, quick bows instead of
long, deep obeisances.

At heart, however, though Maria Theresa could be
informal in her own home when she felt inclined, she
took honours and titles very seriously. She herself
was severe with her aristocracy when occasion arose,
but she rigidly upheld the prestige of the Austrian
nobility. Precedence was important, and foreigners, at
first taken in by the superficial informality of her Court,
soon learned how important it was for them to memorise
the exact titles of all of her courtiers.

Sir Robert Murray Keith, one of the most humorous
English diplomats in the eighteenth century, was highly
amused when he came to Vienna as British Ambassador.
" If I could but persuade His Majesty/' Keith wrote,
" to lengthen my little stunted name of Keith by five
or six syllables, I do not despair of obtaining the hand
of the fair Feretina de Podstcaksky Lichtenstein, niece
of Count Grazalkovicz de Gyarach, Conservator of the
Crown of the Kingdom of Hungary, etc."

Maria Theresa was never informal with her children.
From them she demanded the most correct and proper
manners. She was just but extremely severe with them;
she was a more conscientious than affectionate mother.
They kissed her hand at certain hours, and on certain
occasions, but there was little spontaneity in her re*
lationship with them. Throughout her life, as she often
declared, she hated surprises of any Mnd. She dis-
liked sadden flights of imagination, and her children
were crashed into prearranged routine.

She expected of the very young the same iron self-
discipiine which she imposed so successfully 00 herself.